We propose a denite pattern for the breaking of a discrete avor symmetry of the quark mass matrices which is caused by the masses of the rst two generations of quarks. We discuss the consequences of this proposal for the KM matrix.
1. In this note, we try to express some parameters of the KM matrix V [1] in terms of the other parameters of the standard model. This approach is guided by the experimental information on V and a desire to have a simple pattern of avor symmetry breaking. In a current basis, the charged hadronic currents are An important consequence of Assumption 1 is the existence of a partial avor (or horizontal) symmetry. This is a permutation symmetry which is broken by the masses of the second and rst generations. As has been noted by several authors [3] , the symmetry is easily visible if we pass from a heavy basis to a coherent basis which w e shall do presently.
For the case that M(d) and M(u) h a v e at least one zero eigenvalue each it follows from Assumption 1(a) that 
With M (11) Equivalently we can say that the symmetry is broken by a term which transforms as the antisymmetric representation of the diagonal subgroup of S L (2) S R (2). We take this as a guide for the symmetry breaking in the case of three generations.
4. In this section we study the case where for three generations M(d) and M(u) have one zero eigenvalue each. We begin with a simple mathematical observation on a pair of 2 2 hermitean matrices, say H 1 Use U 0 to rotate the real vectorsṽ 1 andṽ 2 such that they both lie in the 1-3 plane. This proves the above observation since the Pauli matrices 1 and 3 are real.
In this special heavy basis the matrices M 2 (d) and M 2 (u) of equation (6) 
We remark that while we w ere led to Assumption 2 by the symmetry breaking for the rst two generations (equation (11)), we treat the second and third generations by rst transforming to real matrices M 2 (d) and M 2 (u). Dierent proposals for this symmetry breaking were made by T animoto [6] and by F ritzsch and Holtmannsp otter [7] . This agrees with the result for the rst two generations in the limit m 3 1 stated in equations (7) and (9) if we c hoose (i) for the u-quarks and (ii) for the d-quarks or vice versa. It supports the idea that = 2 . 7. To summarize, our scheme of symmetry breaking has led to the following mass matrices: and M(u) in terms of three real parameters each; they can be expressed in terms of the six quark masses. The presence of i in one of the matrices (25) or (26), which implies CP-nonconservation, is needed for agreement with the experimental value of the Cabibbo angle. This connection has been noted before [10] .
8. The diagonalization of mass matrices (25) and (26) We simplify these equations by an approximation which gives the elements of V to sufcient accuracy. W e neglect the small term a m 3 d 2 m 3 3 . Then equation (28) 
